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WORKS OF DARKNESS. 

At the solicitation of some of our friends in Ame- 
nia, we insert the following thing, called a sermon. 
Abstractly considered, it is undeserving any notice. 
[tis now offered the public for the following reasons : 
Respectable clergymen of the Presbyterian persua- 
sion are fostering this wicked and foolish produc- 


ver! We believe suffering will befal the writer, 
publishers, and reverend distributors of this shame- 
ful production. Let them answer the question, 
whether God makes them suffer, or whether they 
suffer as a consequence of their falsehood and de- 


ception ? 


In the net which they have hid, shall their own 


tion, and are circulating it, thereby making them- | feet be taken! 


selves accountable for its falsehood and perversions. 
Therefore, we offer this sermon, (although anony- 
mous) as the production of some of the Calvinistic 
clergymen. It appears the good people of Ports- 
mouth (N. H.) have also been interested in the pro- 
mulgation of this wretched sample of clerical finesse 
and deception. That it has recently been published 
at Hartford,(Con.) fiom the press of Mr. Gleason 
of that city, by a Mr. Kendrick, a missionary! And 
the REV. JOEL OSBORN, of Amenia (N. Y.) is 
honourably employed in the circulation of the work! 
We have a few questions to ask the Rev. Joel Os- 
born, (and his compeers in this work,) which we 
hope this Rev. Geatkeman will consider with be- 
coming seriousness, 

Reverend Sir, do you not know, that this sermon, 
socalled, was written and published by one or more 
Calvinists? That no person professing the faith of 
the Salvation of all men, ever saw or heard of this 
production anterior to its publication? ‘That no 
teacher of Universal Salvation ever preached the 
absurdities which this Sermon contains? Do you 
not also know, that all teachers of Universal Salva- 
tion, preach a doctrine disagreeing with most of the 
positions and assertions contained in this work? 
And, finally, de you not know, that whenever you 
offer this wicked production to any person, as a 
“Sermon preached and published by a Doctor of 
the Sect,” (that is, a preacher of Universal Salva- 
tion,) you offer for truth, that which your con- 
science tells you is en abominable falsehood? Sir, 
if the consequences of sinning be, in another mode 
of existence, what you so solemnly assert from the 
pulpit, what will be your punishment for this volun- 
tary wickedness 2 

We confess we are at a loss to conceive the mo- 
tive of the writer of this Sermon, for introducing, 
in his section numbered “3,” the important truths 
which no man in his senses can gainsay or contra- 
dict. Every honest enlightened man, can Jay bis 
hand upon his heart, and with soberness and sin- 
cerity say—* How obvious is it, my brethren, that 
if God is a being of benevolence he must delight in 


the happiness of his creatures! And if he delights 
in their happiness, will he ever make any of them 
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GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY: 
Or the doctrine of Universal Salvation, cleanly sta- 
ted, incontestibly proved, and faithfully applied, 
in a Sermon, preached and published by a Doctor 
of the Sect. 
“ Fear not; for behold, I bring you good tidings of 
great joy.”* LUKE ii. 12. 

In looking round on this promiscuous assembly, 
brought together by the cheering doctrine which I 
am about to preach, | see many who stand in need 
of comfort and consolation. Our mode of life, my 
brethren, exposes us to many evils. Our congrega- 
tion being generally composed of the looser sort of 
men, we meet to worship God in circumstances 
which call for peculiar commiseration and merey. 
A praying swearer is surely a real object of eom- 
passion; an habitual Sabbath-breaker, or reviler of 
sacred things, engaged in acts of worship, stands in 
peculiar need of grace; and a Universal preaeher, 
speaking peace to the wicked and soothing the con- 
sciences of the guilty, deserves at least some mercy. 
Of all sects, ours needs consolation the most. But 
to all of you, my hearers, whatever your character 
and condition, whatever your sentiments and course 
of life, I come to “ bring good tidings of great joy.” 
Every word of my text seems to be applicable to 
you. You have suffered a great deal from remorse 
of conscience and fear of punishment; I say unto 
you, Fear not. You never go to hear the gospel 
preached ; behold, I bring it to vou. You have heard 
in your lives a great deal of bad news, much that 
was fitted to awaken and alarm you; I bring you 
good tidings. You are an unhappy set of people, 
being often troubled with law-suits, constables, exe- 
cutions and prisons; I speak of great joy ; that is, I 
speak on the only religious subject that can give any 
joy to persons in your condition. Ja short, I come 
to tell you that all men shall be saved. Every 
sinner, be his character what it may, shall die aud 
go to heaven. 

I shall divide my discourse into two parts. 





* The wretched authors of this sermon omitted the words, 
“which shall be to all people,” and refer the reader to the 





miserable’ We reply—No! Never! Never! Ne. 
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1. I shall prove that all will be saved, of every 
character and condition; whether they die in a pa- 
lace, or a state’s prison; by natural death, or by the 
rope: and, 

2. I shall shew the advantages of this doctrine. 

I. Then I am to prove my dectrine. And here 
it is Very important that we proceed with caution 
and build upon solid ground. For if our system 
should at last prove false, we should be lett in a very 
dreadiul condition. To prevent such a calamity we 
should invent such arguments in support of our doc- 
trine as will fully satisfy our minds of its truth. 
Here then I would observe, 

1. That the gospel could not be good news to 
such persons as we are, if it did not contain the doc- 
trine of universal salvation. It would be a hard 
case indeed, if only those could be saved who 
repent and renounce their sins. Such a condition 
could not afford us the least comfort. 
salvation on such terms would be no good tidings 
tous. It would rather alarm our fears and deprive 
us of hope. But a notable preacher of ours has often 
laid it down as a maxim, that whatever views of re- 
ligion excite fear or make people unhappy cannot 
be the gospel. Indeed what does a man want re- 
ligion for, if it be not to ease his conscience, quiet 
his fears, and make him cheerful and contented, so 
often as he looks back athis past life? A man, for 
example, has cheated in trade, or debauched his 
neighbour’s wife ; or been rather loose and irregr lar 
in his habits, and when he sits down to reflect, he 
feels rather troubled in mind; he is apt to judge 
himself too severely ; his old superstitious prejudi- 
ces rise up and he fears sometimes that he shall be 
damned im the coming world. Now how can the 
gospel be good tidings to such a man, if it offer him 
salvation only on condition of his repenting and for- 
saking his sins—a condition with which he has no 
heaitto comply? But on the other hand, how de- 
lightful it must be for him to know that the mercy 
of God can extend to the vilest sinner on earth ;— 
nay that this vileness only serves to shew how 
much more merciful God can be. The more sins 
he has committed, the more mercy in pardoning 
them. This is glad tidings indeed! This is a gos- 
pel for us. Itis just what we need! for unless the 
gates of heaven are wide enough for all, it will cer- 
tainly fare ill with very many of our party. 

2. Our wishes prove this doctrine true. Yes, my 
brethren, however paradoxical it may seem, I boldly 
say that our strong wishes prove this doctrine very 
strongly. For have you never observed the influ- 
ence of men’s wishes in the whole system of life; 
and especially in forming and establishing their 
sentiments? There are innumeraole things, which, 
if you only wish them, immediately come to pass, 
or are readily believed to be true. For example, a 
man wishes to go to the tavern, he is there ; a young 
heir wishes to spend his estate, it is gone; a mer- 
chant wishes to be dishonest, he is so; or a youth 
wishes to be profligate, and he succeeds to the full 
extent of his hopes. Thus, you see, only wish a 
thing, and that thing will be. The scripture says, 
that heaven is bought without money and without 


The offer of 


—=—=—=—=: 
price ; that is, it is to be obtained very cheap; and 
what can be cheaper than a Universalist’s .wis)) : 
The same is true in regard to belief. A man wishes 
it were right to cheat his neighbour, and he soo, 
believes itis right. Or he wishes it were right tw 
break the Sabbath, to profane the name of God, to 
neglect the Bible and prayer, and he readily comes 
to the belief that he may safely and innocently pur- 
sue either of these courses of conduct. It is evident 
then that whatever a man wishes to be true, he 
easily believes, is true. Now how strongly does 
every Universalist wish that all men might be saved? 
How abhorrent to every desire of his heart, is the 
notion that there is a hell, where the wicked are to 
be punished for their sins? But he has only to wish a 
thing to be, and it comes to pass; only to wish a 
sentiment to be true, and he fully believes it; and 
the scripture says, He that believeth shall be saved. 
3. The goodness of God proves the doctrine true. 
How obvious is it, my brethren, that if God isa 
being of benevolence he must delight in the happi- 
ness of his creatures? And if he delights in their 
happiness, will he ever make any of them misera- 
ble ? 
and forgive even the worst of them? Is there a map 
living, whose heart is filled with the love of God, 
that would not promote the best interests of his 
inveterate foe, if it lay in his power? And has not 
God more love than the best of men? And are not 
his wisdom and his power equal to his love 7” This 
argument, | must confess, appears to me perfectly 
conclusive; and [ am surprised that any one can 
resist its force. It has sometimes been objected, I 
know, that the argument is opposed to facts, and 
God, it is asserted, has inflicted 


* Doth not every good man love his enemies 


must be false. 
great judgments on men for their sins. He drowned 
the old world ; he destroved Sodom and Gemorrah 
with fire from heaven ; and at many different times, 
he has poured out the vials of his wrath upon the 
children of disobedience. And it is said, if it be 
consistent with the goodness of God to inflict pain 
and suffering on the guilty in this world, it may be 
consistent for him to do the same in the world to 
come. It is added, moreover, that God may be 
good though he make a distinction between the 
righteous and the wicked—rewarding the one and 
punishing the other according to their deserts. 

Godness in God, it is said, no more requires him 
to treat the righteous and the wicked alike; or that 
he should save impenitent rebels from deserved 
punishment, than goodness in a magistrate requires 
him to suffer murderers to live and the guilty in 
general to go unpunished. 

This objection, it must be confessed, seems plau- 
sible ; and it might not be easy to answer it. Still 
we know God is benevolent ; he is good, he is mer- 
ciful, he is love itself; and cannot therefore make 
any of his creatures miserable ; and this is enough 
to satisfy our minds. What are facts when opposed 
to our theory ? 

4. If we take certain views of scripture, we shall 
find it expressly recorded, that all men shall be 
saved. In the third chapter of Genesis, the fourth 





verse, it is fully written, Ye shall not surely die. 
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These words are found in the book of God. In the 
seventy-third Psalm, seventh verse, it is recorded 
expressly for the consolation of the wicked, Their 
eyes stand out with fatness, they have more than 
heart could wish. In another Psalm it is said, 
There is no Gad. Now if there is no God, how can 
he send sinners to hell? In the gospel of Mark it is 
said, their worm dieth. Probably the worm is now 
dead. The wise king of Jerusalem says, Rejoice, 
O young man, in thy youth, and let thy heart cheer 
thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in the ways 
of thy heart and in the sight of thine eyes. This is 
excellent; this is just what one would wish. Again, 
it is said, aremnant shall be saved. And if even a 
remnant shall be saved, how plain it is that the 
whole will be saved? In innumerable pages of the 
Bible, you may find it written all, all men ; in other 
places go; in other places, to heaven ; which being 
put together, reads thus, .J1l men go to heaven. This 
is not only scripture, but chosen scripture, selected 
scripture, the best part of scripture. It is only ne- 
cessary to select and bring detached parts of the 
Bible together, to make out a complete proof of 
our doctrine. 

With this view of the subject, you Must immedi- 
ately see, that the whole history of scripture agrees. 
There were the inhabitants of the world in the time 
of the flood. All were wicked, except righteous 
Noah and his family. He built an ark, the rest 
were drowned. What became of them, think ye? 
What? They were all saved. They were swept to 
heaven by the besom of destruction. The antedi- 
luvians, you must know, were of our party; and a 
likely story indeed! that all of our side are to be 
sent to hell, and none saved but a few of the Noah 
family ; who T suppose were of the Calvinistic per- 
suasion. There were the inhabitants of Sedom and 
Gomorrah—They did not behave quite so well as 
they ought; yet, as it appears, they were true Uni- 
versalists; I cannot but think we ought to have 
some charity for them. No doubt they got to hea- 
ven at last ; they rose from the midst of the fire and 
brimstone which God in his wrath reigned upon 
them, to the mansions of purity and bliss. There 
was the troop of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram. They 
went down into the pit. What pit? Why the pit of 
heaven. There was Judas Iscariot; he swung to 
heaven on his own halter. Thus you see, that it 
appears perfectly natural, and altogether in agree- 
ment with the history of the Bible, that all should 
be saved. This view of the subject gives us a de- 
lightful prospect of the joys of heaven. It shews 
us at least, we shall have good company there. I 
put it to your conscience, my brethren, should you 
not rather spend your eternity with a set of jovial 
companions, of some life and spirit; than to live 
for ever with a collection of those unhappy people 
who attend prayer meetings, and are always talking 


on the subject of religion? The common sense of 


our patty, I am sure, must answer this question with- 
out a moment’s hesitation. 

Thus I have proved by strong and incontestible 
arguments, that there ie no such place as hell. Be- 


not, for your salvation is secure. You can do no- 
thing to help or to hinder it. But, 

Il. I proceed to the second part of my subject, 
which is to show the advantages of this doctrine. 
The words are sweeter than honey or the honey comb. 

1. One peculiar advantage of our system is, that 
it attracts the attention and interests the feelings of 
several classes of persons who would otherwise pay 
no regard to religion. You must know that the 
gloomy and forbidding aspect, in which the Calvin- 
ists especially present religion, is very offensive to 
persons of free and generous sentiments. Hence 
in places where none but Calvinistic preaching is 
enjoyed, there are many who, rather than be annoy- 
ed by its warnings and denunciations, quit the house 
of God, neglect the sabbath, and pay no regard to 
religion of any kind. For this numerous and di- 
versified class of persons, our doctrine has peculiar 
charms. They rejoice to find in it just what quiets 
their consciences and lulls their fears. Indeed, my 
brethren, it is most interesting to observe what dif- 
ferent characters have at once their attention to re- 
ligion excited, whenever the trump of universal sal- 
vation is blown in any populous place. Deists, who 
have for a course of years maintained violent oppo- 
sition to Christianity ; profane swearers, and per- 
sons who have been in the habit of spending the 
sabbath in business or amusements ; the entire class 
of tiplers, and gamblers, and cheats, with the whole 
company of such as hate missionary and bible soci- 
eties, and are opposed to religious stirs—all these 
will at once turn out when our standard is erected, 
and hear with great edification and comfort that 
there is no hell, and that the path of the sinner leads 
as directly to heaven, as the path of the just. What 
a glorious thing it is, that our system is so entirely 
adapted to the wants and wishes of these various 
sorts of persons; that it can gather them out of the 
highways, and lanes, and hedges, yea, and the grog- 
shop too, and bring them together, to hear good 
tidings of great joy? Certain [ am, that in this re- 
spect, our system of religion has the advantage over 
every other that has yet been published. 

2. The prevalence of our doctrine must tend to 
make business exceedingly brisk and lively. It 
must have a most facilitating influence on certain 
kinds of conveyance of property. I have not the 
least doubt, could Universalism universally pre- 
vail, that money would slide from hand to hand 
with universal ease. The traveller would be de- 
livered of his load; the mail carrier from the 
care of his leather bag. Stages would roll under 
lighter burdens; post-masters be freed from 
every temptation to be dishonest. Look at those 
doughty champions who lately attempted to rob the 
mail near Baltimore. Had they believed there is a 
hell, would they, suppose you, have so fearlessly ex- 
posed themselves to the blunderbuss and pistols of 
the guard ? No, my brethren, they had no fear of a 
future state of retribution ; they made the attack 
with the {ull assurance, that if they should have their 
brains blowed out, their souls would go directly to 
heaven ; and how consoling it must be to them now 





hold, I bring you good tidings of great joy. Fear 





in prison, to reflect that in a few weeks or months, 
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they shall ascend from the gallows to the mansions 
of bliss! O happy effects of the truth! Only let our 
sentiments prevail, and we should see an entire re- 
volution in human affairs; it would be the univer- 
sal millenium. O happy age! when all remorse 
and fear and trembling shall be done away; when 
all restraints, being taken from the consciences and 
the hands of men, joy and gladness shall every 
where abound ; and it shall be more truly said of us, 
than it was of the ancient Christians—the multitude 
of them that believed were of one heart and of one 
soul; neither said any of them that ought of the 
things which he possessed were his own. O happy 
age! when the chains of Calvinism shall be broken ; 
when the gloomy doctrines of the Genevan shall no 
longer hold the human mind in bondage, but a jub- 
lee shall be proclaimed throughout the world, and 
universal emancipation sliall take place. 

Indeed, it is owing to the moderate prevalence of 
our principles, that much of the present business of 
the world is carried on. Men are obliged to be 
practical Universalists, or there would be no living. 
What would become of half of the poison in the 
apothecaries’ shops, if it were not for our faith and 
practice? How would certain merchants subsist, 
who live by measuring out liquor in gills and glass- 
es? What would become of all the distilleries from 
Georgia to Maine, on whose abundant and over- 
flowing streams multitudes are every year borne 
to the ocean of endless bliss ? What would become 
of courts of justice ; of constables, sheriffs and turn- 
keys? What would lawyers have to do? What al- 
teration would there be in making bargains? I am 
perfectly astonished at the temerity of those who 
Do they mean to 
tear up the foundations of society ; discourage in- 
dustry ; knock the greater part of business in the 
head, and produce a universal stagnation ? Thank 
heaven, they have no great prospect of succeeding. 


wish to suppress our sentiments. 


Whilst human nature is on our side, and the prince 
of the world continues to reign, no doubt our cause 
will prosper. What a happy day will it be, when 
all restrictions on business shall be removed ; when 
the embargo of conscience shall be repealed ; when 
the non-intercourse act of honesty shall be rescind- 
ed; when the commercial restrictions from hell 
shall be for ever nullified, and every man shall be 
left to do what is right in his own eyes, having none 
to molest or make him afraid. 
heart longeth for thee. 

3. Another advantage to be hoped from our re- 
ligion is, the comfort it must afford to people under 
certain kinds of affliction. Man is born to trouble 
as the sparks fly upwards; and to confess the truth, 
the Universalist has his full share in this world, 
though he is to have none in the next. Our lives 
are very short, and many of our party don’t live out 
half their days. Ah! how consoling it is to believe 
that they are carried quick to heaven. What acon- 
trast must heaven be to some of our friends. Taken 
from New-Holland, from Botany-Bay, from New- 
gate ; from all the prisons and gallies in Asia, Afri- 
ca, America and Europe, and conveyed by angels to 
a world where there are no turnkeys, no whipping- 


Blessed age! my 





posts, no sherift’s officers, none of our peculiar -_. 
rows or cares. If reduced to difficulties, it becomes 
necessary for any of us to commit suicide—how de- 
lightful to think it may be done, with entire safety ! 
Or if we wish to put a rich old miser out of the way, 
in order to inherit his property, how pleasant to be- 
lieve that we have only sent him to heaven; and if 
we are detected and hanged, that we shall go after 
him. O, my brethren, there is great joy and peace 
in believing. 

4. Our doctrine greatly promotes the pleasures 
of religion ; 

“ Religion never was design'd, 

To make our pleasures Jess."’ 
The pleasures of religion, according to the belief of 
some, are confined to a few persons, and a very few 
actions ; whereas we spread the pleasures of religion 
over all the walks of life. Our system frees us en- 
tirely from bondage of fear and 1emorse ; and from 
all that dull routine of duties to + hich Calvinism 
subjects its votaries. 

The moment a man becomes a Universalist, he 
feels no more uneasiness respecting his sins, or his 
future condition ; his mind is filled with peace and 
joy im believing ; he is blessed with all the privi- 
leges and hopes of the system, and floats down the 
stream of life unapprehensive of danger, and unsolici- 
tous for the future. And all this, he enjoys, without 
having his worldly pleasures in the least interrupted ; 
without having any thing to do with the dull business 
of watching over his heart, or of praying in his fami- 
ly and closet. Our religion is perfect freedom. It 
may go with a man to the tavern, and the gaming 
table, and the brothel ; and if he has pretty strong 
faith, climb with him to the topmost round of the 
ladder. Her ways are ways of pleasantness and all 
her paths are peace. 

5. Those who adopt our opinions are delivered 
from the fear of death. The bible says expressly,— 
There are no bands in their death ; and this decla- 
ration entirely corresponds with facts. Look at 
Cummings and McDuffie ; look at many other gen- 
uemen of honour ; see with what courage they can 
point the pistol and face the deadly weapon! Do 
you suppose that such persons believe there is a 
hell? No, my brethren, they are true sons of the 
faith ; they believe in no hell; they have exploded 
all such superstitious notions, and hence their forti- 
tude and courage in attempting to kill each other. 

So in other cases. When I see men calmly and 
fearlessly walking according to the course of this 
world ; when I notice their freedom from the shac- 
kles of superstition and the restraint of conscience ; 
when I hear them speak of death without concern, 
and of their future state without fear, I say to myself, 
these are true sons of the faith ; they believe in no 
hell. This confidence while passing through lie; 
this fearlessness of death does peculiar honour to 
our religion ; and would to God, my brethren, that 
it were always carried through. But alas! How 
many of our party fall from their steadfastness, and 
ery out for fear at the very time when they most 
need our doctrine for their suppert? What a dis- 
honour,—what a reproach is this? They believe 
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it hell after all. One would think from their ter- 
rors, that in the last hour they often almost see it 
hefore their eyes. What doth it profit, my brother, 
ifa may say he hath faith and have not works? Can 
faith save him? The faith of these men is dead, I 
um sure. 

Lastly. Our belief is greatly calculated to make 
religion spread. Methinks every body must love 
euch a God as ours. I have always been surprised 
that the apostles met with so much opposition in 
publishing the glad tidings of universal salvation. 
Probably their persecutors were Calvinists, who al- 
ways have been, are now, mortally opposed to our 
cystem of religion. But thank heaven, their num- 
ber and their influence are fast diminishing. Peo- 
ple are beginuing to get their eyes open. In this 
enlightened age, with so many learned and able 
preachers as we have, superstition must vanish, and 
all the advocates of Calvinism must hide their 
eads. Only make people Universalists, and reli- 
cion will revive ; for Universalism is a very revi- 
ving religion. Many will be won over to the faith, 
to whom you might preach the old system to all eter- 
nity, and they would not believe it. Nor would 
their conversion be attended with any such noise 
or show, as attends those religious stirs, in which 
people pretend they are regenerated and made to 
pass from death unto life,—No ; converts to Univer- 
salism make no noise about their conversion; they 
do not pretend to any such unaccountable thing as 
conviction of sin, or a change of heart. They con- 
tinue just what they were before ; pursue the same 
course of life; unite with the same merry compan- 
ions, and enjoy the same pleasures and amusements. 
Besides, our faith will be perfectly practical. Only 
persuade the world to embrace our creed, and I will 
engage for them that their faith and practice shall 
agree. 

Thus I have preached to you the true gospel. 
Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy. 1 
appeal to your consciences, if it has not been good 
newsto you. Let me then, in conclusion, exhort 
you all to renounce your former opinions and em- 
brace this faith. You have heard what arguments 
have been adduced, and what advantages presented ; 
and now if you would not go through life, haunted 
with the gloomy idea that there is a hell; that God 
is angry with the wicked every day; and that he 
who dies without repentance shall perish in ever- 
lasting fire ; then become Universalists, and be freed 
from all these fearful apprehensions. I leave you 
then with adding this single weighty consideration ; 
and I beseech you to ponder it well, and to fix it 
deeply in your minds. If you embrace this system, 
and it should happen at last to prove true, you will 
certainly be saved; but if you should reject it, and 
it should at last prove true, what will become of 
you? O what! Why, you will be saved. 

HYMN. 

“ When seas shall waste, and skies in smoke decay, 

Rocks fall to dust, and mountains melt away ; 

In adamantine chains shall death be bound, 

And hell's grim tyrant feel the eternal wound.” 

But all his children reach fair Eden's shore, 

Not e'er to see their father Satan more. 





The tottering drunkard shall to glory reel, 
And common strunmpets endless pleasure feel. 
Blest are the haughty who despise the poor, 
For they're entitled to the heavenly store. 
Blest all who laugh and scoff at truth divine, 
For bold revilers endless comfort find. 


Blest are the clamorous and contentious crew, 

Te them eternal rest and peace is due. 

Blest all who hunger, and who thirst to find 

A chance to plunder and to eheat mankind ; 

Such die in peace—for to them, God has given, 

To be unjust on earth, and go to heaven. 

Blest is the wretch whose bowels never move 

With generous pity or with tender love : 

He shall find mercy from the God above. 

Blest all who seek to wrangle or to fight, 

Such mount from seas of blood to worlds of light. 

Go riot, drink, and every ill parsue, 

For joys eternal are reserv'd for you. 

Fear not to sin till death shail close your eyes ; 

Live as you please, yours is th’ immortal prize 

—_—~<-_-—- 
From the (Canandaigua) Plain Truth. 
JUDGMENTS. 

The exertions which are constantly made by some 
thorough-going zealots among us to convert every 
death that occurs by casualty into a particular judg- 
ment from heaven, deserve some notice. Our rea- 
ders all know that Ignorance and Superstition have 
ever been intimate associates; and for this reason, 
some people are so very anxious to prevent their 
neighbour’s reading any publications but such as 
they shall select for them. Their object is easily 
seen through: the less general information a parish- 
ioner has, the more readily will he accredit any ab- 
surdity told him by the preacher. When the mer- 
ciless fangs of ignorance have been effectually fixed, 
no absurdity is too gross to be acceptable. The 
Pope of Rome instructs his followers that he is 
God's special agent here upon earth, and they be- 
lieve it. When he tells them of the supernatural 
properties of some “ satnt’s toe nail,” that he has in 
his possession, the deluded multitude never think of 
disbelieving the tale. Just so it is much nearer 
home. If a mando not think and believe the same 
as the priest and deacons of his parish, and any ac- 
cident happens to him or his property, it is placed 
to the credit of his infidelity; and every zealous 
gossip of the neighbourhood is immediately on duty 
to spread the news. Children, and other simple 
ones are ever ready to listen and repeat, until the 
tale is worn down, by constant use, into an admitted 
fact, treasured up in the archives of Judgments, to 
be dealed out to posterity in such portions as their 
wavering faith may require. 

In all these cases of “ awful warnings”— for this 
is the name by which they are known—there are 
two powerful agents employed, viz. The devil, so 
called, and the Almighty Author of our existence ! 
The former of these makes it his business to seduce 
the victim, and bring him into the wicked measures, 
while the latter stands ready, and at the proper time 
inflicts the merited penalty. 

The most common weapon employed now- a- 
days, if we can believe those who kindly exert them- 
selves to solve all dark subjects of the kind, is elec- 
tric fluid, by which persons often lose their lives or 
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property ; and seldom, if ever, without being con- 
strued into a Judgment. Hence it is taken for 
granted that the individual so afflicted has been un- 
commonly wicked; else he would have escaped. 
This opinion ts “ orthodox” enough, as it was a fa- 
vourite one of the noted Cotton Mather, who figures 
most notably in the early history of New-England. 
This man was once “ pastor of the North Church 
in Bostou,” and has written a work of some magni- 
tude, entitled “ Ecclesiastical History of New-Eng- 
land, from the year 1620, to the year 1698.” This 
work, though quite a text book with some, is very 
imperfectly known to readers generally. Itis afull 
length portrait of Superstition, as she was in the 
age in which it treats, and is well worthy the atten- 
tion of all who would wish to profit by the blind 
fanaticism of their ancestors. The author, as we 
said before, was fully in the belief that the fatal 
effects of electric fluid were judgments from heaven, 
though inflicted by the devil! And yet he passes a 
severe censure upon the New-England clergy, when 
he says, “ Our meeting houses and our ministers’ 


houses have had a singular share in the strokes of 


thunder.” 

At page 312 of his second volume (1st American 
Edition) Dr. Mather has a chapter with the title: 
“ Relating Remarkables done by thunder,” from 
which we quote the following, as a curiosity : 

“There [in the air] Satan can do mighty things, 
command much of the magazine of heaven, where 
that dreadful artillery, which makes men tremble, 
these fiery meteors, thunder and lightning, are 
stored and lodged. Satan, let loose by God, can do 
wonders in the air: He can raise storms, he can 
discharge the great ordnance of heaven, thunder 
and lightning ; and by his art can make them more 
terrible and dreadful than they are in their own 
[So the devil, it seems, can tmprove upon 
In this case, 
"Tis 


nature, 
the works of our Heavenly Father! 
pray which possesses the greatest power ?] 


no heresy or blasphemy to think that the prince of 


the power of the air hath as good skill in chymistry 
as goes to the making of AuRUM FULMINANS. [An 
accomplished fellow, this devil!] But this conces- 
sion does the more powerfully bespeak our acknow- 
ledgment of the great God, the high thunderer, 
who limits those destroyers for all misapplications 
of his thunderbolts, 

* All that I shall add, is this; It has been seen 
that thunders oftener fall upon houses of God than 
upon any other houses; New-England can say so. 
Our meeting houses and our ministers’ houses have 
had a singular share in the strokes of thunder!!” 

Here is a lesson for anathematizers of the present 
day. Houses of worship and the parson’s dwellings 
were more frequently struck by lightning, or, as 
the “Dr.” has it, by “thunder,” than any other 
buildings; and yet he says, “the Great God, the 
high thunderer,” always superintended, and pre- 
vented the devil’s ever misapplying the thunder- 
bolts! Of course, then, on the score of Judgments, 
they were properly applied to these buildings. It is 
hardly necessary to remark, that the natural and 
real cause why so many meeting houses were struck 





a Se ——- 
by lightning in those days, is to be found in the 
great height to which their steeples weve carried. 
Unprotected as they were by lightning rods, which 
were not then in use, these served as attractors of 
the electric fluid; and hence came all the miracle. 
The dwellings of the parsons were usually located 
near the churches, and from this cause, doubtless, 
often suffered ; and further, they were, next to the 
churgh, the largest and most lofty buildings in thy 
neighbourhood, and, of course, presented the most 
prominent points of attraction to the electric fluid, 
Should any zealot reject these natural causes, ay 
still insist upon the devil’s agency in them, in order 
to make out his favourite theory of Judgements, \, 
is requested to inform us why the churches and the 
priests who officiated in them, were so especially 
annoyed in New-England, in the days of Cotton 
Mather? 
—_—<=a—-~ 

(> Mr. games Fenn, of Schenectady, (N. Y.) for- 

merly a Baptist preacher in England, but now a 

believer in Universal Salvation, reasons as Jfol- 

lows, on 
THE ATTRIBUTES OF DEITY. 

All will admit that the Being who created all 
things, and governs all things, must be infinitely 
wise, powerful and good ; that all his other attri- 
butes harmonize with and centre in these. His wis- 
dom planned all things, his power brought all things 
into being, his love and gooduess direct all things ; 
nothing, therefore, can exist, but what must har 
monize with these attributes of Deity. Of course 
all discord, sin and misery must come to an end, 
that God’s wisdom, power and goodness may har- 
monize in all his works, and prove God to be infi- 
Should 
any of God’s creatures be eternally miserable, it 


nitely wise and good to all his creatures. 


would show a want of wisdom in the Creator not to 
foresee it ; or, if foreseen, a want of love not to pr 

vent it, or a want of power or will to make his crea- 
tures happy. We may rest assured, God is infinite- 

ly perfect im all his attributes and in all his works, 
and of course he will seek the happiness of all his 
creatures ; nor will he suffer everlasting misery and 
discord to remain in any part of his vast empire ; 
but, on the contrary, holiness, harmony, and love 
will pervade all the creation of God ; in this will be 
displayed the infinite wisdom, power, and love ot 
Almighty God to all bis works; all his creatures 
will be brought to see the harmony of their Maker's 
attributes in their own eternal happiness ; all will 
be united to God, and will glorify him without end. 
That this will be the final result of God’s govern- 
ment, his infinite wisdom and goodness must fully 
prove; for if God is infinitely good, which none 
dare to deny, he cannot consistently with himself, 
create beings that would experience more misery 
than happiness. 2dly. If God is infinitely good, 
his goodness must be commensurate with his power 
and knowledge, then all beings that his power has 
produced, must be the objects of his care and good- 
ness. To prove any being destitute of that good- 
ness, would prove the knowledge of God did not 
extend to that being. 3dly. There is as much pro 





GOSPEL HERALD. 199 





priety in saying that God is infinite in power, but | 
did not create all things, as there is in saying God 
s infinite in goodness, yet but a part of his crea- 
tures will ever partake of it. 4thly. If the Aimigh- 
ty possesses power sufficient to make all his crea- 
tures happy, and yet has no mind that they should 
be happy, then it could not be an act of goodness in 
God to create them, but an act of cruelty. The op- 
posers of universal salvation are brought to this 
point, either to say, that God would have saved all 
wen, but could not; or, that he could have saved 
them, and would not; the eonclusion, therefore, 
from this must be, that the power or the goodness 
of God must fail, or that all men will be saved. But, 
ty be more particular, let us attend to what the holy 
scripture says on this subject of divine goodness to 
man, especially as it relates to the attributes of love 
and goodness in the Almighty. 

We are told by the inspired apostle, St. John, 
that God is love ; not that he possesses a degree of 
love that leads him to act towards some of his crea- 
tures With kindness and to others the reverse of it, 
or, to some of his creatures to be kind at one time 
and unkind at another, but that God is love, love in 
the abstract, his very nature is love. John says, 
He that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and God 
in him, for God is love, perfect love, unchangeable 
love, eternal love. That the love of God is thus 
perfect, I presume none will deny, or even call it in 
question. If the love of God be thus perfect, it 
cannot be partial in its object, or changeable in its 
nature; I conclude, therefore, if God loved man 
when he first made him, and pronounced him to be 
very good, he must always love him—at all times, 
and under all circumstances, and of course can 
nevet leave him in endless misery and despair, but 
will do all that is consistent with his own nature to 
make man finally happy. God’s conduct towards 
men began in love—it progressed in love—it will 
continue in love to all eteinity. It may well be 
said, the Lord delighteth in mercy ; that his tender 
mercies are over all his works; that he doth not af- 
Slict the children of men willingly, but for their pro- 
Jil, that they may be partakers of his holiness ; that 
he retaineth not his anger for ever because he delight- 
cthin mercy. Thus we see God’s nature is love ; 
love governs his conduct towards all his creatures, 
at all times; nor can he, nor will he act on any 
other principle than that of perfect love to all his 
¢reatures ; nor is it possible that an infinitely wise, 
powerful and good God, can act otherwise ; his na- 
ture leads him to pursue the greatest possible good ; 
this will finally end in the restoration of all things, 
and the endless happiness of all intelligent nature. 
This must be the great object divine love had in 
view, in creation, in his providence, and in redemp- 
tion; for a being of infinite power, wisdom and 
love, can have nothing less in view than the final 
happiness of all his creatures. 

The idea of eternal punishment for sin, or eternal 
damnation, is as inconsistent with the nature of God 


as it is with common sense, and the happiness of] all things to the Son, that the Son will raise them ° 


mankind; it is a doctrine dishonourable to God, 





vine attributes ; for infinite goodness and endless 
wrath can no more exist together, than light and 
darkness, or fire and water. The self-existent and 
eternal God, who ts infinite in power, Wisdom and 
goodness, “ who worketb all things after the coun- 
sel of his own will, who retaineth not his anger for 
ever, because he delighteth in mercy,” can never 
bring into existence and support in being, endless 
misery, a thing so opposed to his nature, and the 
greatest good of his creatures. 

But a further proof of God’s love, and that he 
has no mind to make man miserable, is seen in his 
wise and gracious scheme of redemption by Jesus 
Christ, which redemption embraces the whole hu- 
man family and the reconciliation of all things to 
God. Col. i. 19, 20.—If God appointed his Son to 
ransom all the race of man, as, Heb. ii. 9. 1 Tim. 
ii. 6. If Christ is to reconcile all things to God, 
Col. i. 19. If there is a time appointed for the re- 
storation of all things, Acts iii. 21, then there will 
be no such thing as endless misery for any of God’s 
creatures, but harmony, peace and joy will pervade 
the whole universe of God. This glorious scheme 
of redemption, of restoring all men to happiness, is 
the most wonderful display of the wisdom, power 
and love of God, that can possibly be thought of. 
This glorious attribute of divine goodness governs 
the Almighty in his conduct to all his creatmes, at 
all times; nor can he, nor will he act on any other 
principle than that of perfect goodness to any of his 
creatures, either in the present or a future state. 
Whatever afflictions or sufferings God sends upon 
his creatures, are acts of mercy for their good ; nor 
is it possible that a wise and good God can act 
otherwise, for his nature must lead bim to pursue 
the greatest possible good. Surely this must afford 
every generous heart, unspeakable pleasure, to view 
the extent of God’s mercy in the final happiness of 
all; nor can such feel a wish that this doctrine 
should not prove true; a doctrine, on which de- 
pends, in some measure, the honour of God, and the 
happiness of a large portion of the human race. 
We fuither read in the gospel of St. John, iii. 35, 
“ The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all 
things into his hands ;” and chap. xiii. 3, Jesus 
“knew the Father had given all things into his 
hands ;” that “he came from God and went to 
God.” This favourite of the Father says, John vi. 
37, 39—“ All that the father giveth me shall come 
to me;—and him that cometh to me I will in no 
wise cast out, for I came down from heaven, not to 
do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me : 
and this is the Father’s will which hath sent me, 
that all which he hath given me I should lose no- 
thing, but should raise it up again at the last day.” 
That is, at the last day the Mediator shall restore 
all things to the Father. See Acts iii. 21. Eph. 
ji. 10. and John xvii. 2. The Son says to the Fa- 
ther, “ As thou hast given him power over all flesh, 
that he should give eternal life to as many as thou 
has given him.” Thus we see the Father bas given 


all up at the last day, and will give them eternal 





discouraging to man, and a contradiction to the di-| life. Thus “was God in Christ, reconciling the 
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world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses 
unto them.” 2Cor. v. 19. “For it pleased the 
Father, that in him should all fulness dwell, and 
having made peace through the blood of his cross, 
by him to reconcile all things to himself; by him, 
1 say, whether they be things in earth, or things in 
heaven.” Col. i. 19, 20.—Thus teaches the word 
of God ; this is the doctrine for which I plead ; this 
is the gospel Christ commanded to be preached to 
every creature in all the world, Mark xvi. 16. This 
plan of redemption that centers in the happiness of 
all men, proclaims the infinite wisdom and love of 
God to all intelligent nature, and will end in the 
everlasting glory of the great Jehovah. 
Univ. Mag. 
—>— 
CALVINISTS’ ARTICLES, &c. 

The following extracts are from the “ 4rticles of 
Faith and Practice, of the First Baptist Church in 
Lansingburgh.” The reader will perceive that 
these religionists hold to the monstrous absurdity 
that “mankind are under the greatest moral obli- 
gation to love God with all their heart,” when God 
hates them, as non-elect, and from eternity wisely 
determined they should be eternally damned. Now, 
if there exists such a thing or being, as these good 
people call the Devil, we should like to know, whe- 
ther mankind, the non-elect, “ are under the greatest 
obligation to love him, with all their heart?” Whe- 
ther the devil is not quite as deserving of their love 
andesteem? Or, whether the Devil is a being the 
reverse of their God, and loving those whom God 
hates, deserves the hatred of those whom he loves ? 
This is consistent. The premises will admit of no 
other conclusions. We earnestly request these Cal- 
vinists to answer, and assign reasons, and produce 
testimony for all their opinions and assertions. We 
believe, that if their God is what they describe him, 
their devil must be as much better than their God, 
as he differs from him. For it would be a monstrous 
conclusion, that their God and their Devil were 
opposed in all things, and at the same time, united 
heart and hand in the project of making mankind 
endlessly miserable! In a word—the Calvinists re- 
present God and the Devil to be of one mind, and 
co-workers in the destruction of mankind! 

* Art. 3. We believe that God, from all eternity, 
has pursued his own sovereign and infinitely wise 
plan, in all his works and ways; and that he will 
continue eternally so to do: Hence all things he 
has revealed and accomplished, and that will be 
brought to pass by him, are but the result of his 
holy, wise, and determinate counsel, from eternity. 

« art. 4. We believe that God did elect in Christ, 
before the world began, all those that are saved, 
whom he did predestinate to the adoption of child- 
ren by Jesus Christ, of his own free grace, and ac- 
cording to the good pleasure of his will. 

“ Art. 5. We believe that God created Adam up- 
right and holy, capable of keeping the law of God ; 
but he, by transgression, fell from his original recti- 
tude and communion with God ; and all his posteri- 
ty fell in him, and are by nature corrupt, carnal, 
averse to good, prone to evil, children of wrath, un- 





der condemnation ; subject to corporeal, involved 
in moral, and deserving eternal death; from ali 
which there is no deliverance, but by Christ the 
second Adam. 

“ rt. 8 We believe all mankind are under the 
greatest moral obligation to love God with all their 
heart, and their neighbour as themselves ; to repent 
of sin, and believe the record God has given of his 
Son. 

“ Art. 10. We believe that the justification of al] 
whom God hath predestinated to the adoption of 
children, is by the righteousness of Christ imputed 
to them, without works, and apprehended by faith; 
and that pardon of sin is only through the blood of 
Christ, according to the riches of his grace. 

“ Art. 13. We believe that Christ will come to 
raise the dead and judge the world; when he will 
take vengeance on the wicked, and receive his weary 
bride to his kingdom ; and that the torments of the 
damned, and the happiness and glory of the righ- 
teous, will be eternal in duration.” 


Ee 
DEDICATION, 

The new UNIVERSALIST CHURCH in Callowhl). 
street, was solemnly dedicated to the service of Al- 
mighty God, yesterday afternoon, (Oct. 17,) in th: 
presence of a numerous and attentive auditory, as- 
sembled to participate in the holy ordinances neces- 
sary to the occasion. Br. Abner Kneeland officiated 
in the duties of the ceremony. A sermon was also 
delivered by Mr. Morse in the evening. The church 
was well filled on both these occasions, and not only 
a solemn, but a very devout attention was given to 
the discourses, both of afternoon and evening, while 
an excellent choir of singers added brilliancy to the 
scene. Phil. Ev. Post. 

—p—- 
NEW CHURCH. 

It may gratify our distant friends, to learn, that 
the House now building by the “ Second Society ot 
United Christian Friends,” in this city, is advancing 
to completion, and will be so far finished as to atford 
a place of worship by January next. This House 
will be large and commodious, combining strength 
with comfort, and that plainness of manner, aud ab- 
sence of fashionable folly and tinsel, which is indis- 
pensable to preserve any appearance of analogy be- 
tween the House, and the humility of the worship- 
pers. “ Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of 
God, we ought not to think that the Godhead is like 
unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and 
man’s device.” Acts xvii. 29. 


—>— 
PUBLIC DISCUSSION. 


The “Society for the Investigation and Establishment ot 
Gospel Truth,” will meet at Mr. Tolerton’s Academy, 65 
Chrystie-street, on Friday Evenings at seven o'clock. The 
object of this society is one of universal interest. All re! 
gious derominations therefore, are invited to attend. 
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